
Total 33,940 1,025 1,424 1,099 2,531 6,975 5,899 4,379 12,291 8,674

Water Supply 
Stoppage

With hot and 
cold piped water

No stoppage in last 
3 months 31,963 990 1,313 862 2,298 6,610 5,565 4,151 11,574 8,137
With stoppage in 
last 3 months 1,559 29 91 87 210 232 287 175 550 380

No stoppage 
lasting 6 hours or 
more 678 19 14 18 72 102 112 104 258 176
1 time lasting 6 
hours or more 518 4 47 21 71 69 87 31 186 104
2 times 166 5 11 22 28 26 39 12 54 52
3 times 72 1 5 14 13 10 10 10 16 14
4 times or more 110 - 14 11 23 23 37 17 35 32
Number of times 
not reported 15 - - - 2 3 3 2 2 2

Stoppage not 
reported 279 6 9 11 22 75 36 32 102 94

12,226 8,6112,531 6,917 5,887 4,35833,802 1,025 1,414 961

American Housing Survey 2005
Table 4-6. Failures in Equipment--Renter Occupied Units
Numbers in thousands. Weighting consistent with Census 2000.

Characteristics Total 
Occupied 

Units

Housing unit characteristics

Below 
poverty 

level

New 
construction 4 

years Hispanic

Elderly(65 
years or 

older)
Moved in 
past year

Household characteristics

Manufactured/ 
mobile homes

Physical problems

Severe Black aloneModerate



Characteristics Total 
Occupied 

Units

Housing unit characteristics

Below 
poverty 

level

New 
construction 4 

years Hispanic

Elderly(65 
years or 

older)
Moved in 
past year

Household characteristics

Manufactured/ 
mobile homes

Physical problems

Severe Black aloneModerate

Flush Toilet 
Breakdowns

With one or 
more flush 
toilets

With at least one 
working toilet at all 
times in last 3 
months 32,106 993 1,358 851 2,192 6,504 5,591 4,209 11,528 8,059
None working some 
time in last 3 
months 1,332 23 43 80 305 339 249 107 576 431

No breakdowns 
lasting 6 hours or 
more 545 9 12 30 73 109 93 48 235 199
1 time lasting 6 
hours or more 517 7 19 23 97 149 107 42 219 144
2 times 129 7 10 7 21 35 13 11 71 35
3 times 34 - - 7 27 10 8 - 8 7
4 times or more 93 - 2 13 80 32 27 6 40 47
Number of times 
not reported 14 - - - 7 4 2 - 2 -

Breakdowns not 
reported 394 8 23 59 33 92 48 47 137 134

4,362 12,241 8,6242,531 6,935 5,88833,832 1,025 1,424 990



Characteristics Total 
Occupied 

Units

Housing unit characteristics

Below 
poverty 

level

New 
construction 4 

years Hispanic

Elderly(65 
years or 

older)
Moved in 
past year

Household characteristics

Manufactured/ 
mobile homes

Physical problems

Severe Black aloneModerate

Sewage Disposal 
Breakdowns

With public 
sewer

No breakdowns in 
last 3 months 30,839 950 755 953 2,248 6,677 5,653 4,037 11,309 7,932
With breakdowns in 
last 3 months 515 1 15 38 98 117 98 51 188 141

No breakdowns 
lasting 6 hours or 
more 168 1 2 5 32 39 34 10 61 52
1 time lasting 6 
hours or more 245 - 7 19 39 58 38 34 74 56
2 times 40 - 6 2 6 12 6 - 23 12
3 times 9 - - 2 2 - - - 7 5
4 times or more 54 - - 9 18 8 20 7 23 16

With septic tank 
or cesspool 2,564 74 654 86 185 175 147 285 782 589

No breakdowns in 
last 3 months 2,496 74 643 81 177 165 144 282 763 570
With breakdowns in 
last 3 months 65 - 10 2 7 9 4 3 19 19
No breakdowns 
lasting 6 hours or 
more 19 - 4 - - 2 2 - 5 2

1 time lasting 6 
hours or more 39 - 6 - 3 7 - 3 14 15
2 times - - - - - - - - - -
3 times 3 - - - 3 - - - - -
4 times or more 4 - - 2 2 - 2 - - 2

991 2,346 6,794 5,752 11,497 8,07331,355 951 770 4,088



Characteristics Total 
Occupied 

Units

Housing unit characteristics

Below 
poverty 

level

New 
construction 4 

years Hispanic

Elderly(65 
years or 

older)
Moved in 
past year

Household characteristics

Manufactured/ 
mobile homes

Physical problems

Severe Black aloneModerate

Heating Problems

With heating 
equipment and 
occupied last 
winter 27589 703 1091 970 2007 5741 4676 4112 6091 7114

Not uncomfortably 
cold for 24 hours or 
more last winter 24,192 652 946 473 1,581 4,939 4,033 3,790 5,248 6,087

Uncomfortably cold 
for 24 hours or more 
last winter1

Equipment 
breakdowns 1,107 11 38 427 71 284 232 84 225 291

No breakdowns 
lasting 6 hours 
or more 55 - - - 8 23 11 4 12 9

1 time lasting 6 
hours or more 471 4 4 13 47 111 85 48 99 93
2 times 170 - 3 9 14 61 24 11 32 43
3 times 86 3 15 86 - 19 10 6 19 22

4 times or more 320 4 17 320 - 68 101 14 63 125

Number of times 
not reported 6 - - - 2 2 - - - -

Other causes 2,018 27 92 113 334 446 387 199 505 666
Utility 
interruption 303 6 19 16 32 60 28 37 69 88



Characteristics Total 
Occupied 

Units

Housing unit characteristics

Below 
poverty 

level

New 
construction 4 

years Hispanic

Elderly(65 
years or 

older)
Moved in 
past year

Household characteristics

Manufactured/ 
mobile homes

Physical problems

Severe Black aloneModerate

Inadequate 
heating capacity 626 10 17 41 129 179 145 53 148 209
Inadequate 
insulation 498 9 29 34 87 128 80 32 162 163

Cost of heating 311 7 14 14 49 41 63 32 67 112
Other 670 8 18 39 119 131 161 73 152 222
Not reported 26 - 2 2 4 6 4 2 11 5

Reason for 
discomfort not 
reported 24 - - - 2 6 3 6 3 4

Discomfort not 
reported 373 13 15 18 33 102 50 39 146 115

Electric Fuses and 
Circuit Breakers

With electrical 
wiring

No fuses or 
breakers blown in 
last 3 months 30,204 930 1,265 853 2,120 6,277 5,417 4,072 10,857 7,758
With fuses or 
breakers blown in 
last 3 months 3,092 82 141 213 369 556 396 197 1,236 721

1 time 1,483 46 70 69 141 252 172 119 639 333

12,286 8,6712,531 6,975 5,899 4,37633,930 1,025 1,424 1,091



Characteristics Total 
Occupied 

Units

Housing unit characteristics

Below 
poverty 

level

New 
construction 4 

years Hispanic

Elderly(65 
years or 

older)
Moved in 
past year

Household characteristics

Manufactured/ 
mobile homes

Physical problems

Severe Black aloneModerate
2 times 595 10 22 42 74 135 87 34 210 139
3 times 356 13 28 29 67 65 33 16 129 80

4 times or more 640 14 21 69 87 100 101 23 252 165

Number of times 
not reported 18 - - 3 - 5 3 5 6 5

Problem not 
reported or don't 
know 634 13 18 25 41 142 86 107 193 193
1Other causes and equipment breakdowns may not add to total as both may be reported.



Total

Water Supply 
Stoppage

With hot and 
cold piped water

No stoppage in last 
3 months
With stoppage in 
last 3 months

No stoppage 
lasting 6 hours or 
more
1 time lasting 6 
hours or more
2 times
3 times
4 times or more
Number of times 
not reported

Stoppage not 
reported

American Housing Surv
Table 4-6. Failures in E
Numbers in thousands.

Characteristics

33,940 14,526 13,702 5,712 29,350 3,191 4,591 2,014 2,521 7,120 6,595 11,719 8,507

31,963 13,533 12,957 5,473 27,644 3,094 4,320 1,887 2,379 6,617 6,279 11,069 7,998

1,559 750 628 181 1,352 78 207 103 102 359 248 502 450

678 318 296 65 599 45 79 59 20 133 116 229 200

518 239 216 63 441 21 77 36 42 138 82 149 149
166 85 50 32 139 10 27 5 22 32 29 48 58

72 36 28 8 62 1 10 1 7 14 9 32 17
110 62 34 14 99 2 11 - 11 32 10 45 23

15 11 4 - 13 - 2 2 - 11 2 - 2

279 154 96 29 247 14 32 17 15 95 52 100 32

13,681 5,68333,802 14,437 29,243 3,187 11,672 8,4814,559 2,007 2,496 7,071 6,579

Central 
Cities Total

Total 
Occupied 

Units

In MSAs Rural

Outside 
MSAs Total

Outside 
MSAs

Urban

Suburbs

Regions

Suburbs
Outside 

MSA's Northeast Midwest South West



Characteristics

Flush Toilet 
Breakdowns

With one or 
more flush 
toilets

With at least one 
working toilet at all 
times in last 3 
months
None working some 
time in last 3 
months

No breakdowns 
lasting 6 hours or 
more
1 time lasting 6 
hours or more
2 times
3 times
4 times or more
Number of times 
not reported

Breakdowns not 
reported

Central 
Cities Total

Total 
Occupied 

Units

In MSAs Rural

Outside 
MSAs Total

Outside 
MSAs

Urban

Suburbs

Regions

Suburbs
Outside 

MSA's Northeast Midwest South West

32,106 13,646 13,018 5,442 27,741 3,051 4,365 1,924 2,391 6,677 6,314 11,102 8,013

1,332 586 545 201 1,188 118 144 57 83 272 206 437 417

545 231 217 98 486 66 59 23 31 118 93 163 171

517 229 221 68 455 37 62 32 30 104 79 180 155
129 52 52 25 111 9 18 2 16 21 22 47 39

34 15 10 8 29 4 5 - 5 6 3 11 15
93 50 41 2 93 2 - - - 16 10 34 33

14 9 5 - 14 - - - - 7 - 2 5

394 218 124 52 335 17 59 24 35 125 68 162 39

7,073 6,589 11,700 8,4692,5092,0055,695 29,26433,832 3,187 4,56814,450 13,687



Characteristics

Sewage Disposal 
Breakdowns

With public 
sewer

No breakdowns in 
last 3 months
With breakdowns in 
last 3 months

No breakdowns 
lasting 6 hours or 
more
1 time lasting 6 
hours or more
2 times
3 times
4 times or more

With septic tank 
or cesspool

No breakdowns in 
last 3 months
With breakdowns in 
last 3 months
No breakdowns 
lasting 6 hours or 
more

1 time lasting 6 
hours or more
2 times
3 times
4 times or more

Central 
Cities Total

Total 
Occupied 

Units

In MSAs Rural

Outside 
MSAs Total

Outside 
MSAs

Urban

Suburbs

Regions

Suburbs
Outside 

MSA's Northeast Midwest South West

30,839 14,181 12,373 4,285 28,411 3,051 2,428 1,156 1,234 6,580 6,016 10,260 7,982

515 259 180 77 476 55 39 16 21 98 83 178 157

168 92 57 18 159 16 9 7 2 35 31 59 43

245 110 95 41 225 28 20 7 13 57 40 69 79
40 20 13 7 36 3 4 - 4 1 - 22 17

9 4 2 3 4 - 5 - 3 - 2 5 2
54 33 13 8 52 8 2 2 - 5 10 23 16

2,564 80 1,145 1,339 454 83 2,110 840 1,256 442 494 1,262 366

2,496 80 1,113 1,303 435 83 2,061 827 1,220 424 480 1,239 352

65 - 32 33 19 - 46 12 33 15 14 23 14

19 - 16 4 10 - 9 6 4 7 5 6 2

39 - 14 25 7 - 32 7 25 8 9 14 8
- - - - - - - - - - - - -
3 - - 3 - - 3 - 3 - - 3 -
4 - 2 2 2 - 2 - 2 - - - 4

1,255 6,678 6,099 8,1394,361 28,887 3,106 2,467 1,17131,355 14,440 10,43812,553



Characteristics

Heating Problems

With heating 
equipment and 
occupied last 
winter

Not uncomfortably 
cold for 24 hours or 
more last winter

Uncomfortably cold 
for 24 hours or more 
last winter1

Equipment 
breakdowns

No breakdowns 
lasting 6 hours 
or more

1 time lasting 6 
hours or more

2 times
3 times

4 times or more

Number of times 
not reported

Other causes
Utility 
interruption

Central 
Cities Total

Total 
Occupied 

Units

In MSAs Rural

Outside 
MSAs Total

Outside 
MSAs

Urban

Suburbs

Regions

Suburbs
Outside 

MSA's Northeast Midwest South West

27589 11825 11172 4591 23819 2478 3770 1617 2113 6315 5487 9060 6727

24,192 10,191 9,957 4,045 20,906 2,218 3,286 1,419 1,827 5,302 4,687 8,258 5,946

1,107 547 409 150 977 82 129 61 68 412 238 211 246

55 33 17 5 47 - 8 3 5 20 14 10 11

471 232 183 56 432 33 39 16 23 166 120 89 96
170 85 55 30 140 14 30 13 16 61 38 29 41

86 32 38 15 69 12 17 13 4 37 12 15 22

320 163 115 42 283 21 37 16 21 126 50 68 75

6 2 2 2 6 2 - - - 2 4 - -
2,018 948 710 359 1,690 157 328 126 203 523 512 467 516

303 137 84 82 220 23 83 23 60 45 165 61 33



Characteristics

Inadequate 
heating capacity

Inadequate 
insulation

Cost of heating

Other
Not reported

Reason for 
discomfort not 
reported

Discomfort not 
reported

Electric Fuses and 
Circuit Breakers

With electrical 
wiring

No fuses or 
breakers blown in 
last 3 months
With fuses or 
breakers blown in 
last 3 months

1 time

Central 
Cities Total

Total 
Occupied 

Units

In MSAs Rural

Outside 
MSAs Total

Outside 
MSAs

Urban

Suburbs

Regions

Suburbs
Outside 

MSA's Northeast Midwest South West

626 329 212 84 569 42 56 14 42 199 121 161 146

498 226 145 127 410 66 88 26 61 125 121 147 104

311 94 141 77 230 26 81 30 51 69 37 74 132
670 318 262 89 583 53 87 51 36 191 158 122 199

26 15 8 3 23 - 3 - 3 6 6 8 6

24 18 4 2 24 2 - - - 10 9 - 5

373 178 139 57 332 32 41 17 24 108 83 136 46

30,204 12,795 12,346 5,062 26,116 2,856 4,088 1,833 2,206 6,217 5,731 10,624 7,633

3,092 1,382 1,147 564 2,657 287 435 151 276 684 761 862 785
1,483 633 556 294 1,273 159 210 67 136 300 356 451 376

4,583 6,592 11,716 8,50213,702 5,704 29,347 3,19133,930 14,523 2,014 2,513 7,120



Characteristics

2 times
3 times

4 times or more

Number of times 
not reported

Problem not 
reported or don't 
know
1Other causes and eq

Central 
Cities Total

Total 
Occupied 

Units

In MSAs Rural

Outside 
MSAs Total

Outside 
MSAs

Urban

Suburbs

Regions

Suburbs
Outside 

MSA's Northeast Midwest South West
595 303 212 80 518 34 77 31 46 167 157 150 122
356 158 136 61 303 29 53 20 32 70 105 95 85

640 275 240 125 548 66 93 33 60 137 141 162 200

18 14 2 2 16 - 2 - 2 10 2 3 2

634 347 209 78 573 48 61 30 30 219 100 231 84


